
Week 10: 14th December 2023 

 
                                Welcome to our final newsletter for 2023! 

It feels as though the year has zoomed by as Christmas is just around the corner. It has 
been a very busy last few weeks at Alawa as students were gearing up for our  
Presentation Assembly and other end of year events.  We celebrated some great  
achievements and progress at our 2 graduation ceremonies over the past two weeks. 
Congratulations to all our Year 6 students who graduated last week as well as our  
preschoolers who are looking forward to moving to Transition after the holiday break.  
Tuesday morning we had our annual awards assembly followed by our class parties. Our 
final Honour Awards for the year were handed out yesterday after lunch. We wrap up the year with a quick  
assembly and farewell to our Year 6’s around 2:20pm Thursday 14th December. 
 
We are now fully staffed and all set to go again for the 2024 school year and looking forward to another year of 
working together with families in our school community to support and guide all our students. 
 
Reports  
Student progress reports were emailed home on Tuesday 12th December.  
Please remember when viewing your child’s report that a C grading is year level expectation.  
 
Class lists 
Draft class lists are now  available on the outside window of the front office. All care and consideration has gone 
into the formulation of the lists.  Our team considers academic levels, peer groups and emotional and  
behavioural needs. If you have concerns about your child’s class placement  please make an appointment to 
discuss this through the front office however changes are unlikely to be made based on friendship requests. 
Please keep in mind these are draft . .changes may need to be made based on further enrolments. 
For those student who have a teacher new to Alawa in 2024 a letter from the teacher will come home this 
week. Additionally I have arranged a zoom connection with each of the 3 new  teachers and their new classes 
over Wednesday or Thursday. 
 
Farewells 
This week we say farewell and thanks for your time and effort as part of our team at Alawa to 
some very long term families as well as a few staff.  Please see further in the newsletter for our 
final messages and appreciations. 
 
Will you be back at school on Tuesday 30th January? 
If your family will be late returning to school after the holidays PLEASE contact the front office and advise us as 
this DOES effect our staffing allocation and staffing budget. Please travel safely if you are heading away on  

holidays and enjoy your special family time.  
 

I am looking  forward to  seeing you all again in the New Year! 
Sandy Cartwright [Principal] 

Principal Update  
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Gen Donohue has been a pivotal member for the Alawa leadership team for 
the past 4 years in her role as Assistant Principal. She has led the English 
improvement agenda team, the wellbeing team and taught across the 
school.  Gen has initiated and coordinated our Book Parade each year with 
enthusiasm which so many enjoy. 
 
Gen has worked closely with the SRC members in her time at Alawa and 
successfully led special celebrations and fundraising for Mother’s Day,  
Fathers Day and Christmas. We all thank Gen for her efforts and  
commitment whilst at Alawa and wish her all the best in  new role for 2024! 

 

 

 

 
 
Week 10 it is!!! 
We are finally here. What a great final week with fun activities to wrap up our 
year. 
Tuesday mornings Presentation Assembly was fabulous. It was wonderful to 
acknowledge the achievement of so many students at our school. Class parties 
were certainly in full swing after our assembly and there were many smiling  
faces enjoying the food and celebrations with their class for 2023.  
It is now the end of my fourth and final year at Alawa and what another fabulous year it has 
been. I have thoroughly enjoyed continuing to work together with teachers, students and our 
whole Alawa community. A couple of highlights for me include, of course, our Whole School  
Performance Night as well as our Preschool Bikathon. As busy as I get in the role as Assistant 
Principal I always love my time teaching in the classrooms. This year I have taught Science inquiry 
units in year 3/4 Bernardino and in Year 5/6 Henderson.  
Our staff here are to be commended for their hard work and commitment to making Alawa the 
super school that it is, and certainly deserve a well-earned break. Our school review was  
evidence of this and I am really proud to have been part of this team. I have loved my time here 
at Alawa and getting know all staff, parents and families/carers. I wish you all the very best as I 
move on to my new position in the department of education as an advisor. I have learnt so much. 
I will miss you all but I am also excited about continuing my learning in a new role. I will certainly 
be taking a lot of knowledge and skills with me. Thankyou. 
Please make the time to reflect on the year with your children and chat with them about their 
successes and areas for growth for next year. It will also be important to talk about the class they 
will be in for next year and who their teacher will be. 
Stay safe during the holidays. Enjoy your Christmas celebrations with family and loved ones. 
 
Genevieve Donohue  [Assistant Principal] 

Assistant Principal Update  

Farewell Mrs Gen Donohue 



AIMING HIGH: Planting seeds for the future 

Calendar of events 

Thursday 14th December 
Last day of Term 4 
Year 6 farewells after lunch 

 
1:40pm 

Tuesday 16th January—Thursday 
25th January 

Front Office open for uniforms etc 8:30am—4pm 

Tuesday 30th January First day back for students  

 

 

 
What can we say about Ms Bernardino? 
An educational icon at Alawa over the past 14years, teaching in classes 
across the school from Early Years to Middle primary. Ana has guided 
and supported so many of your children in her care and is highly  
respected within our community. 
 
As so many know Ana is the inspiration and driving force behind so 
many of our significant community events including the very first  
Colour Fun Run, the Slime Run, the annual community concert nights 
[Alawa Spectacular, Our NT Home, Drumming etc etc].  
 
Ana in her role as leader at Alawa has led the  
Curriculum improvement team over recent years and mentored many 
new teachers at our school. 
We wish Ana all the very best as she transfers over to Wanguri for 
2024. 

Farewell Ms Ana Bernardino 

 

 

 

 

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER!! 

 
Don’t forget that our Alawa Harvest 

Kitchen cooking program is on  
tomorrow Friday 15th of December 

from9:00am—12:00pm. 
Cost is $40 per child to register and 

spots are limited. 

 
If you are interested in doing this one 

off program, please call the front office 

on (08)89977666 ASAP to secure a 

spot. 
 
 

Alawa Harvest Kitchen 
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Muster is held at Alawa after each recess and lunch break - this gives us an opportunity for  
everyone to settle from playtime, share any celebrations and work on consistency of messages and 
expectations. 
Each week we allocate class points during Muster time, recognising those students who were ready 
and waiting to go back to class calmly and quietly after break times. The winning class from each 3 
weeks will receive ice-blocks from our Principal and get to choose 3 songs that will play before our 
bells for the following 3 weeks. 
The class with the most points in Week 9 of Term 4 was….Transition Hughes with 172 points !!! 
The winning class for weeks 7-9 is...Transition McGrath with 493 points!!! Amazing!!! 

 
 

Students at Alawa receive raffle tickets [house points] for their attitude and behaviour in the  
playground and out the front of the school at the end of the day. Points are then counted on a  
Friday along with the points for students in full uniform, wearing house shirts etc. At the end of 
each term, we also include the point’s earnt through the recycling project and water bottle checks. 
 
In Week 9 of Term 4  Finnis was ahead with 7251 points! 
And the winner of the House Shield for 2023 is… FINNIS with 131468 Points! 

House points  

Class Points 
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Arriving late for school has a significant impact on your child’s learning and engagement in the  
education program. 
There were 38 lates in Week 9! 
For Week 9 it was fabulouso to see NO lates at all for Preschool Blue and 3/4 Bernardino!!!  
The class with the least lates for Term 4 is...… 5/6 Henderson with 3 lates!!! 

 
 

Primary School Average for Week 9 Term 4: 91.14%! 
The class with the highest attendance for Week 9: 5/6 Baines with 99.20%!!! Amazing job!!! 
The class with the highest attendance for Term 4 is...… 5/6 Henderson with 97.92%!!! 

Attendance 

Lates 
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Jarrad Lawrence joined us at Alawa at the start of the 2022 school year 
and quickly established himself as a highly credible, experienced,  
committed educator who quickly established effective relationships 
with the students in his care as well as their families.  
 
Jarrad has contributed significantly to our community in his time with us 
through the Writers Festival, The Tek Ninjas as well as the Writing  
improvement team.  
 
We wish Jarrad all the best as he transfers to Leanyer for 2024. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

This year we continue to celebrate the best Farm Class of the week on 
Fridays.  
 
The Farm Class of the week is selected, based on their abilities to  
working  cooperatively as a team and always follow our Farm rules. The 
Farm  classes are divided each week into 3-4 smaller groups and each 
one has a Group Director.  
 
Group Directors are in charge of giving out responsibilities to their 
group, keeping their area tidy and giving out points.  

 

 

 

The Week 9 winner was…. 4/5 Lawrence! 

Farewell Mr Jarrad Lawrence 

Weekly Farm award  

 

 
 
A reminder that recycling is back up and running at the school.  
Our recycling bags are up and ready for deposits in their  
usual location in the back car park hanging on the fence.   
Each bag represents a house and all items will be  
recorded as a point for your house. Items can be  
delivered during school hours and placed directly into the bags.  

Recycling 
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…And just like that the school year has finished and what a fantastic, 
busy year it has been. Last week I added in the activities being run by 
City of Darwin and City of Palmerston in December and this week I 
thought I would add in what is happening in these spaces over January.  
 

You can find out what is happening around the City of Darwin in their School Holiday Program 
They are running activities such as Movies, Animal Education, Recycling Fun, Weaving with flowers and 
fronds, video gaming tournament, Summer Reading club and much more. 
 

City of Palmerston always runs a fun program and while the program for January has not been released at 
the time of this going out you will be able to find it on their website at City of Palmerston Library  
School Holiday Program 
 

Have a happy, safe holiday break and I look forward to seeing you in the new school year. 
Mrs Sacha Evans [Library & ICT] 

  

 
Yesterday we invited preschool families to join us for a celebratory morning tea. It was lovely to 
share food and stories and reflect on a wonderful Year. 
This year we have had so many adventures. We decorated our bikes and took part in a bike-a-thon. 
We explored many amazing books and got very clever at recognising and writing our names and 
counting. We learnt through play, danced at a concert, made new friends and, most importantly, 
had lots of fun. 
 
The preschool team will really miss our beautiful class of 2023. One of the best things about  
Preschool is how connected we are to our preschool families. We would like to thank all our  
amazing families and volunteers for all their support and assistance throughout the year. We wish 
you all a safe and happy Christmas and holiday season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angela Henschke, Emma Churchman, Kelly Crawford and Flor Hodgson [The Preschool Team] 
 
 

Library news 

Preschool news 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darwin.nt.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fuploads%2Ffiles%2FCOD_Christmas%2520_SchoolHol_Program%25202023%2520-%2520School%2520Holidays_0.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctammy.zairis%40education.nt.g
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpalmerston.nt.gov.au%2Fcommunity%2Flibrary%2Flibrary-programs%2Fschool-holiday-program&data=05%7C02%7Ctammy.zairis%40education.nt.gov.au%7Cff2148c999c24e3a712908dbfc38ce21%7C6adff6fb1ad14b95bb8
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 Year 6 Graduation 
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At Alawa we offer a very small Before 
School Supervision service to support 
families with early morning starts at 
work. 

I would like to remind parents of the 
following: 

• A staff member will be available for before school supervision from 7:30am – 8am 
in the Preschool - NOT prior to 7:30am 

• Parents must walk the students in and sign them in with the staff member if they 
are Year 2 and younger 

 

Please ensure all payments are up to date as access to the service cannot be offered 
in 2024 if any outstanding money is not paid in full by Thursday 14th December. 

Sandy Cartwright [Principal] 

Before School Care: Reminders 

 
 

MODIFIED CANTEEN HOURS FOR 2024 
 
The Alawa School Canteen will be reducing its hours in 2024.  In Term 1 the canteen will be open 
on Thursday and Friday ONLY.  The usual range of delicious and nutritious food, using farm pro-
duce, will be available. 
The canteen will not be open on Wednesdays.  
The canteen has been running at a loss for the past few years and de-
spite the best efforts of canteen staff and School Council we have not 
been able to make the canteen stop losing money. 
At the end of Term 1 canteen profits or losses will be reviewed by the 
School Council and a decision made about if the canteen will continue 
to run. 
 
If you would like this service to continue please support it by buying food.  
 
Any comments or questions please contact the School Council  
alawa.school@education.nt.gov.au or 8997 7666. 

Cafe 

mailto:alawa.school@education.nt.gov.au
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Larrakia Season: Somewhere between Balnba (rainy season) and Dalay 
(monsoon season) 
 
Farm News: Students in year 4/5 Lawrence and 4/5 Daniels have 
achieved a remarkable feat by being crowned the overall  
champions of Farm Class for semester 2. This outstanding  
accomplishment will be celebrated throughout the week in true farm 
style. 
 
Farm Highlights: It has truly been a privilege to teach at Alawa Farm this past year, and we are 
both eagerly looking forward to seeing all of you there again next year! We want to give a special 
congratulations to Ali in year 5/6 and Frankie in year 1, who are both very deserving winners of the 
Farm Awards. Their inquisitive nature and caring attitude towards both animals and people at the 
Farm have truly made a difference. 
 
Mrs Cleary and Farmer Bob [Farm Team] 

 

 

 

Ms  Bernardino  
 
After fourteen years at Alawa, we didn't believe 
That you were going to leave 
 
"We'll miss you” they said on the mic 
So I wrote a list of things you like 
 
On this list, my first thought 
Was that you like playing on a basketball court 
 
I know you like a good joke 
and you start your day with coffee, and not a coke 
 
You were REALLY good at helping us learn 
Sometimes, a merit is what we earn 
 
You were a great teacher 
No other teacher could beat ya 
 
Like at the end of a match, I'll give you a high five  
Hopefully, I'II see you again in twenty twenty-five 

A poem from Henry for Ms Bernardino 

Farm news 
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Farewell Ms Cara Baines 

Cara Baines started working with us at Alawa in 2022 as a relief teacher and 
then came on board 3 days a week for 2023 working in the Year 1 room with 
Mrs Thorne as well as in the Transition and Year 2 rooms.  
 
We have very much appreciated all Cara’s efforts and  
contributions this year and wish her all the best as she transfers to NT  
Distance Education school for 2024. 
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Sarah Riley-Smith has been with us at Alawa for the past 2 years 
teaching the cherubs in Year 2. Sarah has created great excitement 
through her coordination of Alawa’s Got Talent as well as contributed 
to the Reading improvement team at Alawa.  
 
Sarah has also been a key member of the Alawa School Council We 
wish her all the best as she transfers to NT Distance education school 
for 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farewell Ms Sarah Riley-Smith 
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